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AN EXTRAORDINARY LETTER

The New Hesreinry of the Treasury, Mre,
Windan, on the Pawer of Monopollies, the
FHasinvement of itha Press, nod the Moans
ol suppresing Publiec Wronge,

Bevare CnaMner, Wasminoton, Feh, 19,

Phe Hos L E Chinenden, Prosidant N | dnp Muncyply
Laigiaa.

My Dran 8in: Ideoply regrel that officlal
duties of an fmwporatlyes chinracter provant the
acceptance of your kind Invitation tonddross
the meoting at Conper Instituis on the 21st Inst,
Until tosdny T hoped to bo abis to areange my
business so nn to nttend the meeting, Lut ind it
will be hinpossibie,

The purposs of yonr Loagae, as 1 understand
It. Ia not to wage war upon corporitions or in<
dividunls, but coneeding tn all thals just rlehts,
to demauna full protection for tha rights of the
oitizon agalost the sbuses and ageresslons of
corpoiates power, and to lusist upon the sn.
forcement of those prindiples of law and
pntural  rleght  defned by the Supreme
Court of the United Sitate In this efort
you have my most hearty sympathy and endp-
eration, Your eausns is just, but in such acons
tedt you grapple with ginnm, Do not under-
rate the power or the skill of your antagonists.
Wise and conservative counsels will alone
secure sucesss, You must be as prompt to con-
eedo righta ns you are determined {n demand-
Ing them. No agrarinn or communistio spirit
must flnd a pines In your proceedings. The
sharactsr of the men who compose your organ:
fzution gives assurnncs against daoger on this
voint. Counstitutions. natural rights, nod the
spirit of our lostitutions are on your alds, In-
trouched bLehind theso, mnd fighting for the
right, you canuot fall.

Curporata powar hine donn much todevelop
our eountry. For It good deeds I tresly no-
eord it full eredit, As an instrument to axsoute
thie will and sorve the Interestsof the publle,
It is of incaleululile walue; but as the im-
parious ruler of the peoplo {tis a most aruel
sud relentless tyrapt. Kept within the limits
of propor reatraint it is an Invalunbis ssrvant
of the publie, Uprostrained by the lorces
of law and public opinton It will prove a
most dangerous waster, The iodividual eiti-
zon s lmpotent to contend with this glgantio
and eapldly growing power. Governmental au-
thority. Btate and nationnl, alone |s competent
to restrain I8 ageressions and correct Its
aboses, I have long foressen that the time
would come when ths pecple would ba com-
pelled to fuvoke the exerclse of that authority
for their protection, 1 repeat to-day, In sub-
stunoe, words uttered seven yoears ago, that
“there arv in this country four men who,
in the matter of tnxation, possess and {reqguent-
Iy exercise powers which nelther Congress nor
apy of our Htate Legislatures would dare to
exort—powers which, Il exercised in Great
Britalu would shake the throue to ita very foun-
dation. Thess men may at any time, and for
any reason satisfnctory to themselves, by a
stroke of the pen raduce the valus of property
in the United Sintes by hundrads of millionu,
They may at thelr own will and pleasure dis-
arrange and embarrass business, depress one
eity or locality and build up another, enrich one
fndividual and ruin his competitors, snd, when
eomplaint (s made, coolly reply, ' What are you
goiog Lo do about (t?* "

The men who wicld this stupandous corporate
power have grown wiser with the passage of
evants. Hitherto they bave been apparently
eontent to absorb and control the great fndus-
trinl and matorial interests of the country, by &
monopoly of the channels and Imploments of
tranaportation, but recently new and alarming
eonditions are presented. They know full well

that If the people ean frecly communicate
with  emch other, they will see the dan-
goerous  tendencies of this power., and
organizga to restrain it. Heoce, ln order

to lay deep and sure foundations for the
wmaintenance of their powsr, and to defeat the
efforta of the people iocurb it they have now
waizid upon tho channels of thought. Look at it
8 moment.  One man, who controls more miles
of railroad than any other fo the world, and
who l# almokt daily adding new linns to his
eolosanl combination, now slso controls the tal-
egraphie system of the United States and
Canada, ond 8 reachizg under the sea
w grosp that of Eunrope, Not content
with all this, and detormined thal no Instru-
mentof commereinl and politieal power sball
elude his grasp, he (s (an 1 loarn) uleo the owner
of threa out of the soven nawapapers which
oonstitute the Assoolnted Press, through the
ageney of which the pews {8 Jdistributed over
the entire country, He may at nny time securs
the fourth papwr, which will giva him absolute
eonirul vwver the news which tha poople shall re-
eelva, When that takes placs what will ba our
sondition? What chanes will the people then
have to risist the encronchments of ¢or-
paorata power ! How shall they even com-
wunleata  with esoh  other on the sub-
ject? What opportunity will there be for
a falr discussion of these guestions? The daily
nawa, siipplied to the myrind of newspapers,
must firsl pnss under the supervision of
ons op two men, who represent the Associatied
Press. and who ‘nre appointed by its owner,
Thuy will have full nuthority. snd doubitless
wlil be reguired to suppress, add to, or color
the Information thus gent out a8 may best secve
the interest, the ambition, or the malice of the
man to whom they ows their places, Heonce
the twenty milllons of people who rend thoir
morning pavers ot thelr breskiast tables will
dally recelve just such lmprosslons nae this ons
mun shall ohoose to give them. FPublle men
and affairs, und business interests and move-
menis, will be seon In the roloring whioh shinll
best servo lis Interosts, The legislator who
shinll then be bold enough to raise his
voice In behall of the people, or o strike a
blow in thelr defence, will be misreprosonted
or denind a haaring belore his own constitu-
ents. The business man who shall ventura to
question tho divine right of corporate rule will
be crushied, and no telegraptiie wirs or Assocl-
ateil Press will voles his wos or demuand redross
from his persscutors, The peopla will Nnd
emsslves unable to eommunlioate with each
other ex+spt by the gracious will and pleasure
of the antoorat of the wires, Should apncial eor-
respondents undertake (o supply information
oot desined expeadinnut to be sent by the Assoct-
ated Preas, they will ud that the owner of the
wires cansuppiy & ready remedy for such pra.
sumuption,

I'hie ehnnnals of thonght and ths ehannels of
sommerce thus owoed anid controlied by ona
man, or by & fow meo, what is to restrain cor-
purate power, or to fix & limit 1o its oxuctions
upon the people ¥ What is then to bindsr thess
o from depreossing or inflating the value of
a!! kipds of property 1o fult their eaprioa or
avarios, and tharehy gathering iuto their own
eofTors thie woultn of the nation ? Where is the
limitto suoh w power na thin?  What shall ba
sl of the &pirit of a few paople who will sub.
mit witheout a provest w be thas bound band agd
foor? T pavie hintad ut sowme of the dangers
wiich mennge our future, If it be to correct
thiwe ovie, and to avert these dancers your
Leneua hus beon organized, it will receive the
Benedictions of the peotie,

The practival queation s, " What are yotl go-
Ing todo ubout 112" To my mind the answer 18
eany. T irduiized gigantie corporate power
can aniy b Kept upder proper restramnt Ly tha
orgnuiend  powar  of  the people, sxpresssd
through their Stite spd natiops) Governments
That such goveriestal puwer oxiste aud LKy

praperly be exerginad I have got B LCartiole of
doubit. Tt Is plivinly writton fo onr Constitu-
e, sl ias bean unagulyorally Aaclared by

the Sugreme Court of tha L

The Liniits of this iatter will god pormit e dis-
eusiion Of the conatitutionul quiestio
fiid sl sentemsint of the p
e avil

nithd Skt

I Hor s e
vkl retspy for »x-

I moy, huwaver, venture to mgges

thnt i my nlement the fiest ned fiost impeir.
Tmt duny of Congeais ls 100 mmu el gt ths g
b Pronbhie sugery iston wid coantrol oF eofpor

At munopnly. By s snthbliEhinont of & systeig
Wriphy, wharaliy they snsll be nf-
voeure Rk clivnp msthod of eong-
on with ennh oflisr,

3 PORTRL Iy
fordesd nonn
muninnt| Thare 14 no doula
of the econamy and sueosss of such n system,
1t ling bwen fnoolher countrioe with most
IRAOES prsi s,

L osm awaie that it will require muck care,

labor, and skill to frame lawa whioh lhlll nuo-
oansfully regulate and restrain the action of the
greot transportation companies, without un-
nacessary injury to them, nod without amitting
the essential aiamenta of protection toths pub-
lie, but T have no doubt it can be done, When
the peopls dsmand It they will find the men to
do it. 1 beliave the time has come when this
gront work should bo undartakan,

It will be far better for the corporations tham-
selven that (t e dons now. by conwarvativa hut
thorough and judicious Isislation, rathor than
to postpone it until the people, no longer ahle to
benr tha tyranny of corvorate power, shnll rise
in thelr wrath to bumble and destroy their op-
pressors. At gome sonvenient timo Isaliall ¢
deavor to state spoalfically some of the legiala.
tive remedios T would proposs,

Excuna the groat langth of this lsiter, and bes
lieve me, vory siuceroly, your friend,

Wirniam Winbpou,

ILLICIT DISTILLERY IN NEW PALTE.

Barrels of Ligner Found Muried and Stored
with Nelghboring Farmers,

MIppLETOWS, N. Y., March 6.—The selz-
uro of Hiram H, Atkins's distillery at New
Paltz, Ulstor County . which was made on Thurs-
day Inst, proves to be the most Imporiant ever
made In this colloetion district. The lovestica-
tion was prompily ordered by Collector Moses
D. Stivars on the receipt of information st his
oMoes nars that frauds existed there. Deputy
Colleotor H, R, Wilcox of the Middletown ofMen
wont to Now Paltz, und, after n Lirief investien-
tion, sslzod the distillery and all the property
contulnod inand eonnected with it, including
renl estate valued at from $7,000 to $10,000, and
42,500 worth of diet!lled spirita and eider, nll of
which will undouttediy be conflscated to tho
Govsrnment, Adioinlog the distillery (s n hotel
belonglpe to Atkins, valued st 5,000, which
may al80 be talnted and liabls to eonflseatinn,
In the distillery, under plles of wood, wern
found tronches whero enrth hind been freahly
dug, and where eleven barrels Lad evidently
bosn buried and only recontly removed, Under
the distibling npparatos woas foond s eask, partly
flled with eidar brapdy, stumding sabove prool,
In the iennery evidence was found whore threo
].I.Iﬂl'l! l;lrr--ll hind lately bann removed,

nputg llm:‘ neting on information previ-
ously obtained, visited & number of (armers
living in the nelghborhood who had taken
nppies to the distilery Inst full, Hea found and
wsoized nine easkw of unstumped applejavk in
the possession of the lurmers, Bix packnces
ware in the esllar of arespectable fnrmer.wihose
name I8 withheld, he being rr--lml-lr an inno-
eent nolder. He wiid Atkins bad told him that
the Government requlred him to stamp only &
cartain, amount of each run, wwd bhoe was
allowed & surplus., Two barrols tus farmer
took In pavment for suples, four barrels
hisn won had brought home [or st rage At
Atkins's roguest, the distiiler aud his son lond-
ing it upon his wagon, Thres packages wers
found in the eeilar of Michnel Brown. who re-
fused to tell how he onme bLr them. His hired
mat conlossed to hauling barrels Trom the dis-
tillery a faw weoks ago, On the furm of Lewis
Atkins, & noplisw of tho distiller, yestardny
United States Gnugsr Corwin of Newbureh, who
wia assisting lo the investigation. found a
tranch Lehiod the barn whers four barrels had

an unsarthed, probatly the night bafors, The
distillvr's son was out on Thureday warning
the lurmers of the sxpocted raid, The revenus
ofMolals lave posssssion of & memorandum
showing thst forty-six tilich packnges had oren
hidden, and wieres ninetesn of them had been

Incod with farmers, ten of which remain to be
ound, The amouut of tax known to have bacn
wrongfully withheld from the Governmuent is
ahove §2,000. =

Oun wurrants aworn out by Daputy Wileox in
New York on Fridny, Hiram H. Atkins and bils
ron Henry, who nas been ussocinted with him
in the [rauds, wore srrested yosterday ot Now
Paltz by wwo doputy United Statos minrstinis.
They bogan anxiounly to look fur bl fo tnke 1o
the city with them Inst eveuing to wvold being
lou ad u&u. Further search s to be made for

*erooko whilskoy about the distillery and
among the farmers ju the vicinity, and other

urrests will rubublr be made.  Disclosures
show that tha frauds hinys bern long euntinucd
anil earefully guarded, The * erooked ™ distil-
lory s loca m the division which s under

the charge of Deputy Coilector Alired Tauunr.
Tt in snid the {rauds had been roporied to him,
ut that he took no action, He s oredited with
uving been deceived on accouut of the good
record and bigh business standioe of the dis.
tillor, Atkine, who s & lsading voiitician, an
bins herstofore borne s good reputation,

The arrests have creatrd great commntion
among the citizens of New Paltz. Atkins's
boudsmen are especially noxious, on mccount
of the heavy pecupinry respousibiiity they miay
b oalled upon 1o mest. It 18 0o seeret nt New
Paltz that the first intimation which set the of-
ciinls on the track of the frauds was glven by tiis
wile of the distiller’s sun, who [s the delendint
in asuit for divores, The prisoners fativd to
flud bondemen, aud they were takoen to New
York by traln last evening.

SFURTING LIFE,

Constatile left a forfuna of B/00 to his mother.

Mr. Jumes A Dustin har gonw 1o Kentieky lor irotters

Mr. William Edwards has sold Fringe to John hplan jor
A

i‘ n-.u and Barbes are to ride for Mr. . Loriilard thiis
=ason,

The most exciting sportin Northumberiand 18 hunung
olters with terrivis

Little Pebwon Ave oatel nins  races durihg Carpival
Week b New Urieans
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R1 U B0 Lupis spring sieetng
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race with Hobert (e Dnvil sk other cracke
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The American bred Bupean, 4 ypars, pobd e Mr P
Loriliard to Mr. Huugerford started fu e Hallitued
Mavlen nurdle race Febo 18 e fniled 1o deta plave
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